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Submitting Questions and Comments
• Submit questions by using the Q&A feature. To open your Q&A window, click 

the Q&A icon on the bottom center of your Zoom window.

• If you experience any technical issues during the webinar, please message 
us through the chat feature or email RCORP-TA@jbsinternational.com.
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Assignment
Conduct a detailed analysis to identify opportunities and 
gaps in opioid use disorder prevention, treatment (including 
medication-assisted treatment), and/or recovery workforce, 
services, and access to care within the target rural service 
area and existing federal, state, and local opioid use 
disorder resources that could be leveraged within the rural 
community. 
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Importance of Describing the Opioid 
Problem at the Local Level
• Why is it important to describe 

the opioid problem at the local 
level?
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Steps to Acquiring Data
• Step 1: Clearly define assessment questions.
• Step 2: Conduct search of available data sets.
• Step 3: Identify data sets that match desired measures
• Step 4: If data sets are not available, consider collecting 

data through surveys/key informant interviews
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Overview of Results/Findings
• Assess findings for populations of focus, including a 

summary of quantitative and qualitative data from the 
perspective of prevention, treatment, and/or recovery. 

• Identify prevalence and severity of needs as well as 
impact on and demand for services. 

• Summarize relevant context and conditions affecting 
populations of focus.
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Key Questions to Ask
1. What is the extent of the opioid problem in my 

community?
2. What is the prevalence of the opioid problem in my 

community?
3. Who is impacted by the opioid problem? What are the 

populations of focus?
4. How does the problem in my community compare with 

the problem in other areas?
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What Is the Extent of the Problem in 
My Community?
• Quantitative Data

• Nonfatal Injuries
• Emergency Department Visits & 

Hospitalizations
• Opioid-Attributable Deaths
• Opioid-Related Arrests
• Opioid Use in Substance Abuse 

Treatment Population
• Opioid Prescribing Rates

• Qualitative Data
• Focus Group Questions/Key 

Informant Questions
• Providers (e.g., MDs, Nurses, 

Pharmacists)
• How often do you encounter 

patients who are doctor (or 
pharmacy) shopping?

• Youth
• How common is it for young people 

to use prescription painkillers 
(recreationally or as prescribed)?

• Any Group
• Have you noticed any trends in the 

use of opioids over time?
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Drug Overdose Deaths
Data source: CDC/NCHS, National Vital Statistics System, 
mortality data for overall drug fatalities
• Does not focus on opioids exclusively.
• Combines death certificate data with statistical modeling, 

giving the most detailed look at the whole country.
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County Health Rankings
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County Health Rankings
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Drug Overdose Deaths
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Drug Overdose Deaths
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Drug Overdose Deaths

14https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data-visualization/drug-poisoning-mortality/index.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data-visualization/drug-poisoning-mortality/index.htm


Drug Overdose Deaths
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Drug Overdose Deaths
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Drug Overdose Deaths
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Drug Overdose Deaths
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Prescribing Rate
Source: CDC 
• The drugs at the center of epidemic include both legally 

prescribed medications like oxycodone and illegal drugs 
such as heroin. 

• Often, those who have been prescribed legal medications 
become dependent and are forced to begin purchasing 
those drugs illegally without a prescription or turn to 
heroin or other opioids. 

• Though only a fraction of opioid users fall into addiction, 
looking at the prescription rate can show which areas may 
be more likely to face high levels of addiction.
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Prescribing Rate
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Prescribing Rate
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Prescribing Rate
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Prescribing Rate
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Emergency Department Visits and 
Hospitalizations
• State-level statistics about opioid-related hospital care, 

including hospitalization trends between 2009 and 2014 
and hospitalizations in 2014 broken down by patient age, 
sex, geographic area, and income. 

• County-level data for 32 states include opioid-related 
hospitalization discharges and rates per 100,000 
population.
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Emergency Department Visits and 
Hospitalizations
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Emergency Department Visits and 
Hospitalizations
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Emergency Department Visits and 
Hospitalizations
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What Is the Prevalence of the Opioid 
Problem in My Community?
• Quantitative Data

• Census Data
• Survey Data
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Prevalence Data
• How big is the problem in my community?
• Prevalence rate measures the number of people in a 

population who have a disease at a given time.  
• This number provides a sense of the burden of disease in 

your community.
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Projecting Prevalence
• Data are not always available at the community level.
• Projections or extrapolating can provide approximations

for the target population.
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Projecting Prevalence
• Step 1: Identify the target population (Census Data).
• Step 2: Identify the statewide or regional prevalence rate.
• Step 3: Multiply target population by prevalence rate.
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Projecting Prevalence
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Projecting Prevalence

33https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml?src=bkmk

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml?src=bkmk


Projecting Prevalence
2010 Census, Valley County, Idaho

Age Number of Residents

0-11 1,280

12-17 669

18-25 603

26+ 7,310

Total 9,862
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Projecting Prevalence

35https://www.samhsa.gov/data/nsduh/state-reports-NSDUH-2017

https://www.samhsa.gov/data/nsduh/state-reports-NSDUH-2017


Projecting Prevalence
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Projecting Prevalence
Idaho
Pain Reliever Misuse in the Past Year (NSDUH, Based on 2016 
and 2017 data)
Age Statewide Pain Reliever 

Misuse Prevalence
0-11 NA

12-17 3.45%

18-25 7.20%

26+ 3.87%
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Projecting Prevalence

Age 

Valley County, ID 
Residents

Statewide Pain 
Reliever Misuse 
Prevalence

Prevalence

0-11 1,280 NA -

12-17 669 3.45% 23

18-25 603 7.20 43

26+ 7,310 3.87 282
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Who Is Impacted by the Opioid Problem? 
What Are the Populations of Focus?

• Quantitative Data
• Treatment Data
• Criminal Justice/Arrest
• Child Welfare Data
• Prescribing Data (i.e., Prescription

Drug Monitoring Program Data)

• Qualitative Data
• Focus Group Questions/Key

Informant questions
• Who are the people most affected by

opioid misuse?
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Treatment Data
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Treatment Data
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Treatment Data
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How Does the Problem in My 
Community Compare with the Problem 
in Other Areas?
• Compare your community’s data to other communities 

• Region
• State
• Nation
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Overview of Results/Finding 
• Assess findings for populations of focus, including a 

summary of quantitative and qualitative data from the 
perspective of prevention, treatment, and/or recovery. 

• Identify prevalence and severity of needs as well as impact 
on and demand for services. 

• Summarize relevant context and conditions affecting 
populations of focus.
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Key Questions to Ask
1. Does my community have the capacity to prevent 

opioid addiction?
2. Does my community have the capacity to treat opioid 

addiction?
3. Does my community have the capacity to help people 

in recovery from opioid addiction?
4. What is the demand for services in my community 

related to the opioid problem?
5. What resources are available in my community to 

address the opioid problem?
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Does My Community Have the Capacity 
to Prevent Opioid Addiction?

• What prevention programming is available in my community?
• Is prevention programming missing or inadequate in my community?
• Is there a prevention coalition in my community?
• Are there prevention media campaigns?
• What partners would be interested in prevention?
• What can be done to prevent abuse by those who have been

prescribed opioids?
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Prevention Resources
• Organization of state alcohol and

other drug abuse prevention
representatives that provides a
national advocacy and
communication system for
prevention.

• State prevention representatives
work with their respective state
agency directors to ensure
effective alcohol, tobacco, and
other drug abuse prevention
services in each state.
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Prevention Resources

48Complete list is available. Ask your TEL.



Prevention Resources
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Prevention Resources
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Prevention Resources
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Prevention Resources
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Does My Community Have the 
Capacity to Treat Opioid Addiction?
• Are adequate community mental health centers/counseling centers 

available in my community? 
• Is substance abuse treatment available in my community?
• Is medication-assisted treatment available in my community?
• Is naloxone available in my community?
• Are detoxification services available in my community?
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Treatment Locator
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Treatment Locator
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Treatment Locator

56https://www.findtreatment.samhsa.gov/

https://www.findtreatment.samhsa.gov/


Does My Community Have the 
Capacity to Help People in 
Recovery from Opioid Addiction?
• What recovery programming is available in my community?
• Is recovery programming missing or inadequate in my community?
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Recovery Resources
• Association of Recovery Community

Organizations (ARCO)
• Associated with Faces and Voices of Recovery.
• Brings together established, new, and emerging

groups to build the unified voice of the organized
recovery community.

• More than 100 established recovery community
organizations are within ARCO.

• They help bridge the gap between professional
treatment and building healthy and successful lives
in long-term recovery.

• They engage in one or more of three core activities
• Educating the public about the reality of recovery
• Advocating on behalf of the recovery community
• Delivering peer recovery support services
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Recovery Resources
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Recovery Resources
• National Alliance for Recovery 

Residences
• Mission is to support persons in 

recovery from addiction by 
improving their access to 
quality recovery residences 
through standards, support 
services, placement, education, 
research, and advocacy.
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Recovery Resources
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Recovery Resources
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Recovery Resources

• Association of Recovery Schools
• A nonprofit organization comprising 

recovery high schools as well as 
associate members and individuals 
who support integral growth of the 
recovery high school movement.

• Recovery high schools are secondary 
schools designed specifically for 
students in recovery from substance 
use disorder or dependency.
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Recovery Resources
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Recovery Resources
• Association of Recovery in

Higher Education (ARHE)
• Represents collegiate recovery

programs and communities, the
faculty and staff who support
them, and the students who
represent them.
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Recovery Resources
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Recovery Resources
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Recovery Resources
• Peer Specialist Workforce

• A peer specialist is an individual
with lived experience who has
initiated his/her own recovery
and assists others in theirs.
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Recovery Resources
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What Resources Are Available in My 
Community to Address the Opioid 
Problem?
• Grant Funding
• Ongoing Partnerships

70



Funding Information
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Funding Information

72



Funding Information
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Qualitative Data

• Focus Groups
• A small-group discussion guided by a trained leader.
• It is used to learn more about opinions on a

designated topic and then to guide future action.
• Open-ended questions and responses
• Broader and more depth, nuance, and variety than

from a survey
• Gets details on what people are thinking and feeling
• Can become a recruiting tool
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Submitting Questions and Comments
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Submit questions by using the Q&A 
feature.

To open your Q&A window, click on the 
Q&A icon on the bottom center of your 
Zoom window.



Thank you
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The purpose of RCORP is to support treatment for and prevention of 
substance use disorder, including opioid use disorder, in rural counties at the 

highest risk for substance use disorder.

Angie Jones 
615-613-1423

ajones@jbsinternational.com
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