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Housekeeping Items
You will be invited to unmute your audio to participate in the discussion portion of 
this event. Please use the Raise Hand feature located in the participant box to be 
called upon. 

You may also submit questions by using the chat feature. To open your chat 
window, click the chat icon on the bottom center of your Zoom window. 

If you experience any technical issues during this webinar, please message us 
using the chat feature or email us at RCORP-TA@jbsinternational.com. 
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Agenda 
• Introduction
• Remembering the Lost
• Areas of COVID-19 impact
• Participation in Vaccine Planning, Education, and 

Dissemination
• The SUD/COVID-19 “SYNDEMIC”
• Open Discussion
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Remembering the Lost

4



Over 1,425 US Healthcare 
Workers have died of COVID-19 
 ̶ So far. 

The Guardian, December 2, 2020

5The Guardian, December 2, 2020

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2020/aug/11/lost-on-the-frontline-covid-19-coronavirus-us-healthcare-workers-deaths-database


Areas of COVID Impact
1. Workforce strain and provider burnout

2. Resource and supports that meet this moment

3. MAT enrollment and retention in the context of 
shifted regulations and increased overdose
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Participation in Vaccine Planning, 
Education, and Dissemination
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• If/How are you planning for the vaccine?

• The role you will play in educating and training providers 
and paraprofessionals

• Plans around distribution
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Participation in Vaccine Planning, 
Education, and Dissemination



The SUD/COVID-19
“SYNDEMIC”

The Vaccine Era Begins

Hank Weiss, PhD, MPH, MS
Epidemiologist, JBS RCORP-TA TEL



The SUD/COVID-19 Syndemic
Syndemic

• A syndemic (synergistic epidemic) is the aggregation 
of two or more concurrent or sequential epidemics in 
a population with interactions, which exacerbate the 
prognosis and burden of disease. Syndemics usually 
develop under conditions of health disparity.

- Wikipedia
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COVID-
19 SUD

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syndemic


The SUD/COVID-19 Syndemic

SUD
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Increased overdoses due to:
• Increase of individuals using substances 

alone
• Increased toxification of drugs
• Reduced access to treatment



Overdose Related Cardiac Arrests 
(non-COVID-19)

Joseph Friedman, MPH1; Leo Beletsky, JD, 
MPH2; David L. Schriger, MD, MPH3

Author Affiliations Article Information
JAMA Psychiatry. Published online December 3, 
2020. doi:10.1001/jamapsychiatry.2020.4218 National EMS Information System (NEMSIS, 47 States)

COVID-
19 SUD
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https://jamanetwork.com/searchresults?author=Joseph+Friedman&q=Joseph+Friedman
https://jamanetwork.com/searchresults?author=Leo+Beletsky&q=Leo+Beletsky
https://jamanetwork.com/searchresults?author=David+L.+Schriger&q=David+L.+Schriger
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapsychiatry/fullarticle/2773768#247465876


The SUD/COVID-19 Syndemic

COVID-
19
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• Greater Susceptibility and Vulnerability to COVID-19



Wang, Q.Q., Kaelber, D.C., Xu, R. et al. COVID-19 risk and 
outcomes in patients with substance use disorders: analyses 
from electronic health records in the United States. Mol 
Psychiatry (2020). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41380-020-00880-7

Risk of Recent SUD Diagnosis and COVID-19

COVID-
19 SUD
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https://doi.org/10.1038/s41380-020-00880-7


Wang, Q.Q., Kaelber, D.C., Xu, R. et al. COVID-19 risk and 
outcomes in patients with substance use disorders: analyses 
from electronic health records in the United States. Mol 
Psychiatry (2020). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41380-020-00880-7

COVID-
19 SUD

The SUD/COVID-19 
Syndemic

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41380-020-00880-7


Vaccines



Vaccine Front-Runners
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Thanks Pfizer! 95% Efficacy!

18U.S. Food and Drug, Dec. 8, 2020

https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-december-10-2020-meeting-announcement


ACIP Vaccine Prioritization
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Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices

Source: Vaccine Development and Distribution, UW - 12/1/20

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
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Vaccination Priorities Examples



Vaccine Prioritization
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December 1, 2020 emergency meeting recommendation:
“When a COVID-19 vaccine is authorized by FDA and recommended by ACIP, 
vaccination in the initial phase of the COVID-19 vaccination program (Phase 1a) should 
be offered to both 1) health care personnel and 2) residents of long-term care facilities”

Health care personnel are defined as paid and unpaid persons serving in health care 
settings who have the potential for direct or indirect exposure to patients or infectious 
materials.

Long-term care facility residents are defined as adults who reside in facilities that 
provide a variety of services, including medical and personal care, to persons who are 
unable to live independently

Bob Wachter, Twitter, 12/2/20



Vaccine Prioritization:
Example of Possible Sequencing

22Source: Vaccine Development and Distribution, UW - 12/1/20



Optimistic Timeline for Vaccines 
Moncef Slaoui (Operation Warp Speed Chief Science Advisor)

• Dec. 4 - States submit requests for Pfizer’s vaccine and where
they should be shipped.

• Mid-to late Dec. - When FDA grants emergency use for Pfizer
and Moderna, companies will ship doses to predetermined
locations (hospitals and long-term care facilities).

• Jan. - There will be capacity to produce about 60 million to 70
million doses of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines.

• Feb. - Hope is to manufacturer and distribute an additional 30 to
50 million doses of two more vaccines from Astra Zeneca and
Johnson & Johnson (if approved).

• Mar. - Production should increase significantly, with people
outside priority groups beginning to get shots. Monthly
production may reach 100-150 million doses.
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Washington Post, 12/2/20



Vaccine Challenges
• Fair # of folks will have symptoms – arm pain, fever, etc. –

that’ll last for 1-2 days. Small price to pay, but will this 
dissuade many people?

• Post-vaccination issues: when somebody has a post-vaccine 
fever, do we assume it’s the vaccine or could it be COVID-19 
(full immunity does not kick in for weeks after 2nd dose).

• How will we handle rare but serious side effects?
• Misinformation and concomitant disease attribution:

24Bob Wachter, Twitter, 12/2/20

https://twitter.com/Bob_Wachter/status/1333966327896109056


Vaccine Challenges
• Wiggle room in setting priorities.
• Will folks let their guards down because vaccines are coming?
• Vaccine uptake across different populations.
• Impact of approved vaccines on ongoing trials. 
• How long will immunity last?
• Will they stop people from infecting others? Or will they just 

prevent infected people from becoming very sick?
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Bob Wachter, Twitter, 12/2/20

https://twitter.com/Bob_Wachter/status/1333966327896109056


Household 
Disparity

Find Your Place in the Vaccine 
Line, NY Times, 12/3/20 26

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/12/03/opinion/covid-19-vaccine-timeline.html?referringSource=articleShare


Vaccine Challenges
• A September Pew Research Center poll indicated only 32% of Black 

adults said they were ‘definitely’ or ‘probably’ going to be vaccinated.
• A recent survey of 2,000 doctors and nurses in NJ found that 60% of 

doctors planned to take a COVID vaccine, but only 40% of nurses. 
• Pregnant Women and Child issues.

• Can exposure to spike protein set off multisystem inflammatory 
syndrome (MIS-C) mainly in children?

• States need $8.4 billion to recruit and train workers, run local 
campaigns, improve software. So far, they’ve received $340 million.

• Maintaining cold chain in rural areas.
• Simultaneously ramping up massive testing.
• Unknown unknowns.
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Helen Braswell STAT, 12/2/2020

https://www.statnews.com/2020/12/02/how-society-can-make-the-most-of-covid-19-vaccines/


• How is vaccine priority being determined in your
state?

• Are people with active SUD being prioritized
considering their vulnerability?

• Who has access to people with an active SUD in
your target area?

• What obstacles might PWUD face to receiving the
vaccine?
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Questions to consider: 



Thank you

The purpose of RCORP is to support treatment for and prevention of substance use disorder, 
including opioid use disorder, in rural counties at the highest risk for substance use disorder.
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